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Inspection Report
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Report Date December 27,2005

Mine Name: Neighbor
Operator Name: Kimmerle Mining

Inspector(s): Paul Baker on September 14, Paul Baker and

Other Participants: Ted McDougall (Monticello BLM) on
Mine Status: Proposed

Evaluated
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Permit number: Sl037ll19
Inspection Date: September l4 and
October 6,2005
Time: About 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
on September 14; about I 1:00 to 1 l:30
on October 6
Doug Jensen on October 6
October 6
Weather: Partly cloudy, 60's on
September 14; mostly sunny, 50's on
October 6
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Elements of Inspection

1. Permits, Revisions, Transfer, Bonds
2. Public Safety (shafts, adits, trash, signs, highwalls)
3. Protection of Drainages / Erosion Control
4. Deleterious Material
5. Roads (maintenance, surfacing, dust control, safety)
6. Concurrent Reclamation
7. Backfi lling/Grading (trenches, pits, roads,

highwalls, shafts, drill holes)
8. Water Impoundments
9. Soils
10. Revegetation
I l. Air Quality
12. Other

Purpose oflnspection:
Since this site was previously disturbed, I wanted to see it before mining commenced. The purpose of
the visit on October 6 was to check whether the bond amount ($10,500) was appropriate.

Inspection Summary:
l Permits, Revisions, Transfer, Bonds
The Notice of Intention to Commence Small Mining Operations was received June 6,2005, and the
Division received additional information June24,2005, The Division found the notice complete on

June 30, 2005, but the operator needed to post a reclamation surety and receive approval from the
Bureau of Land Management. The surety amount was $10,500, but this was revised to $8000 based
on the October 6 visit.

A certificate of deposit was received November 22,2005, and the Division received the original
reclamation contract on Novemb er 23, 2005 . The reclamation contract was signed by the Division
director on December 14.2005.
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The BLM issued approval for conducting exploration operations on June 24,2005, with conditions
relating to nesting swallows and surveying for bats. On December 5, 2005, the Division received a

copy of a letter to the operator approving mining operations. Approval included six conditions
relating to bats, swallows, noxious weeds, the reclamation surety, and other issues.

2. Public Safety (shafts, adits, trash, signs, highwalls)
At the main mine site, there are two portals, one of which has been partially backfilled (Photos I and

2). A third portal is a few hundred yards away below the rim on a northeast-facing cliff.

There is some debris from previous operations (Photo 3), including pipe, wood, hoses, brattice, and

an old car and trailer. There is also an explosives magazine that was not locked and which contained
a tire.

The main portal is in an excavated depression, and water naturally flows into the portal. The previous

operator built a berm to divert water away from the portal, but the berm was breached.

I found nine 5-inch exploration holes that were apparently drilled by the previous operator (Photo 6).

5. Roads (maintenance, surfacing, dust control, safety)
When I visited the site on September 14, there had been recent heavy rain, and there was a gully
across the access road just before it starts climbing toward the mine. The rest of the road to the mine
was passable but in need of grading. There are several roads around this site, including one accessing
the portal below the rim.

12. Other
This site has two excavations or trenches. These are shown in Photos 4, 5, and 7. Photo 7 was taken
from the opposite angle as Photo 4, and it probably best shows the layout of the site. In Photo 7, the
area in the foreground is the trench in which the portals are located. More in the background and to
the left, one can see the other excavation. On the sides of the trenches are piles of the material that
was pulled out to make the excavations.

The portals were opened from one of these trenches. I do not know the original purpose of the other
trench, but the current operator intends to use it to dispose of mine waste.

The operator had mobilized an air track drill and two compressors.

Conclusions and Recommendations:
The operator should consider installing a culvert under the road just before it starts to climb toward
the mine. There are other places on the access road where diversions and water bars would be

appropriate.

I suggest that the operator rebuild the berm in front of the portal to keep water from flowing into the
portal.

During the October 6 visit, we decided the surety amount could be reduced to $8000. This is because

most of the site is already disturbed and will need little reclamation. In reclamation, the operator will
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need to close the portal, reclaim drill holes, reclaim roads used for the operation and not needed for a
postmining land use, and reclaim any waste the operator creates.

Inspector'sSignature {' fr W
Directions to Site:
Beginning on US 191 north of Monticello, take the road to East Canyon for 7.8 miles. At this
point, take the right fork up the side of the hill for about L25 miles. There is an unlocked gate at

the entrance to the mine site.

Date: tld(o b

PBB:pb
cc: Kyle Kimmerle, operator

Ted McDougall, Monticello BLM
Attachment: Photos



ATTACHMENT
Photographs

S/037i119, Neighbor Mine, Kimmerle Mining
Inspection Dated: September 14 and October 6,

i:: - '-4t
Iga .**-'- --!f
;. r:*a

,i$:i

Photo I The main portal. Photo 3. Trash near the main portal.

Photo 2. This portal is near the main portal and has been partially
backfilled.

Photo 4. The trench in which the main portal is located.
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Photo 5. The trench the current operator intends to use for waste
disposal.

Photo 7. This shows the two trenches. The one with the main portal
is in the foreground. Note the piles of excavated material on either
side of the trenches.

Photo 6. One of the old exploration holes.


